Commodore Parent-Teacher Group
A family, school, community partnership
Meeting Minutes for September 27, 2011
Welcome and Introductions
Administrator Updates: 
Teacher Reports:
· Lynne Rapoport: Nutrition /Wellness Committee - Next year, there will be new USDA regulations for school cafeterias; This year, schools have the opportunity to participate in a challenge (Healthier US School Challenge) that moves them in the direction to the new regs; Lynn shared information about the challenge and what VUHS is doing; VUHS is focusing this year on what they serve - eliminating less healthy foods, providing more of a selection of healthy foods – grains, fruits, fresh vegis….; She was looking for ideas as to how to get info out to teachers and groups about fundraising and special events that sell or provide unhealthy foods to offer alternatives; Other discussion ensued as to how to get more education out to kids about healthy choices; Lee Shorey mentioned the environment of the cafeteria could be improved which might lend to better eating habits; Peter Reynolds suggested that perhaps student council could tackle nutrition issues; Lynne is starting a cooking class in the KEYS program and Matt Schlein will be leading a student nutrition group.
· NECAP snack: Oct 4, 5, 11 +12; the parent group will ask for help in providing snacks for kids during the mid-morning break; snacks need to be delivered in the morning – they will be served during the break midmorning (9:30-10:00)
· Lee Shorey: upcoming walk-a-thon (Seniors) for Vermont Children’s Hospital will happen Oct 4, 5 and 11th; big fundraiser and incredible bonding experience for seniors
Member Updates:
· Back to School Night: 
· Feedback from Jay who spoke with teachers – one suggested having a modified schedule for parents to follow; one teacher suggested holding it before school started so it did not interfere with other activities; 
· The sign-in sheets listed about 200 attendees but more were in attendance; 
· Administrators supported the event and thought it was a great turnout 
· Kristina spoke with a number of teachers that night who were positive about the event; 
· Mostly positive comments from parents who attended the auditorium portion – a few mentioned it was too long; perhaps next time include – in the advertisement- the structure for the evening so folks realize that there is a sit-down portion to start and then a visiting of classrooms; 
· The flow for the door prizes could be relooked at – some people were visiting in the lobby which got in the way of putting tickets in the jars; also make clearer that the prizes are free; 
· Thank you notes need to go out – Kristina will generate a paragraph, give it to Peter who will send it out on school letterhead from the school; 
· “Gallery Walk” was successful – good turnout from staff and faculty; 
· Marie Eddy from Hannaford Career Center said it was the best back to school night she had been to!
· Club tables in the library saw a lot of traffic;
· Food: snacks were good; perhaps focus on providing healthier foods (no hotdogs)
Critical Languages Program
· Tania reviewed how the program would work and asked Peter if the school was interested in pursuing going through the application process
· This course would not take the place of existing language programs but would be an additional opportunity for one year only
· Administrators are receptive but have not talked nuts and bolts; Peter is open to pursuing this option
· Next steps: Jay will talk with school counselors, administration will talk and then a meeting will be set up to talk logistics with all involved parties including parents (Tania would be involved) within the next few months
Next regular meeting: October 18th at 7:00
Future meeting agenda items: Mission Statement, Fundraising, Directory, Grade level guides
